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Volvo Penta expands into battery energy
storage with OEMs

Volvo Penta is expanding its power generation business into battery energy storage
systems (BESS) with OEMs. Volvo Penta’s modular and scalable solution is intended
for integration into manufacturers’ BESS applications to accelerate market entry. This
represents a step towards the company’s road to net-zero ambitions.

In a strategic move to supplement its power generation business and tap into new
segments, Volvo Penta is launching a new offer — a high-performance subsystem based on
the Volvo Group’s electromobility platform, optimized for OEMs’ BESS applications.

“Battery energy storage is increasingly in demand for a variety of applications including
utilities, factories, decentralized microgrids and mobile charging stations,” says Hannes
Norrgren, President of Volvo Penta Industrial. “As our solution is application agnostic, we
see huge potential for its adoption. Together with OEMs, our solution provides possibilities
to store energy from and add resiliency to renewable solar or wind-powered sources,
opening new business models that appeal to end customers on their road to net-zero
emissions.”

The Volvo Penta offer

The signature attribute in Volvo Penta’s modular and scalable BESS subsystem is a high-
energy-density and high-power battery system with a favorable C-rating — which ensures
quick and substantial charge and discharge, in response to sudden demand. These battery
systems are energy and power-optimized to meet business and operational needs. From
just one, to as many units as are required for the OEM’s BESS applications, Volvo Penta’s
solution is scalable up to hundreds of mega-watt hours (MWh).

Volvo Penta’s value-added systems-supplier approach ensures that its offer is deployed in a
holistic way to manufacturers. The value chain, which spans from the design of the battery
packs to meet safety, industry and performance standards for repeat operation, all the way
to its transportability and integration into turnkey BESS applications, is secured.

“BESS will enable highly flexible energy solutions, making low to no emissions a far more
viable proposition for mobile and stationary use,” adds Hannes. “We're starting by
introducing the solution to customers in North America and Europe, followed by other
markets, and are eager to begin collaborating with OEMs to kickstart new projects in
BESS.”

Built on a heavy-duty legacy

Volvo Penta’s offer is built on the Volvo Group’s electromobility platform which has seen
real-world success in applications such as trucks, buses and construction equipment. In
parallel, the Volvo Group is also investing in battery cell and pack manufacturing around the
world to secure capacity and large-scale series production.
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The Volvo Penta BESS offer demonstrates high-power output from an energy-dense and
small footprint. With its origins in heavy-duty design, and being optimized for tough
environmental conditions, the battery system is an excellent option for BESS applications.

“Volvo Penta's engineering expertise, together with knowledge from the Volvo Group, will
be key in guiding our OEMs in developing a battery energy storage solution to meet new
segment and application needs as we jointly navigate this energy transition,” says Heléne
Mellquist, CEO of Volvo Penta. “The company has taken an exciting next step in its journey
to visualizing and realizing an ecosystem of road-to-net-zero solutions that not only
strengthen our power generation business but go well beyond into new segments.”
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Volvo Penta, with approximately 3,500 dealers in over 130 countries, is a world-leading and global manufacturer of engines
and complete power systems for boats, vessels and industrial applications. The engine program comprises diesel and
gasoline engines with power outputs of between 10 and 1000 hp. Volvo Penta is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s
leading manufacturers of heavy trucks, buses and construction equipment.

Connect with Volvo Penta on Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram for the latest company news and insight.
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